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Port Hills Burning

In February 2017, fires were started and spread from two places in the Port Hills of
Christchurch, destroying nine homes, significant farm property and forest, and
shutting down the newly established mountain-bike park.

Rod Hay

Cashmere - Christchurch, February, 2017.

Across the world, the frequency and severity of wildfires is increasing, fuelled by a
warming climate and by human pressure and, lets face it, stupidity. There is good
evidence that at least one of the two fires in Christchurch was deliberately lit; it
resulted in great loss of property and the death of a helicopter pilot fighting the
blaze. The newly opened and highly successful Adventure Park was shut down for
months because of the fire. Ironically, though, it seems that the facility may have
contributed to its spread. In a futile attempt to protect their chairlift cable intact,
they kept it running, thereby risking taking the blaze to new spots via burning plastic
on the chairs. It was a somewhat scary experience watching the fire as it advanced
to within a kilometre of our home in Cashmere.
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Price: $150 (incl. GST) for use of the digital image

Visit www.ecosystemsphotography/sales for details & to order, and to get a quote if
you want a high-quality print.

Donation: The price includes a $100 donation to a sustainability organisation or project of your
choice, or otherwise for the Royal Forest & Bird Protection Society

We recommend that the donation goes to the Royal Forest & Bird Protection Society
because it is a not-for-profit and nationwide conservation organisation that plays a
significant role in conservation advocacy and policy, as well as supporting practical
and local community projects.
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